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In recent years, much attention has been devoted to the potential regional impact 
of a nuclear-armed Iran. In particular, Saudi Arabia has been of interest since it has 
been assumed that if Iran goes nuclear so too will Saudi Arabia. Previous analysis 
in this context has been framed by a debate that has oscillated between those who 
believe Iran is intent upon acquiring nuclear weapons and those who maintain this 
threat is exaggerated. This research will generate insights into Saudi Arabia’s 
nuclear intentions and how these are influenced by Iran. In addition, it will explore 
measures that the West might adopt to strengthen Saudi Arabia’s commitment to 
nuclear restraint. Additionally, this project will provide a new perspective on 
proliferation behavior in the Middle East, which could be applied by analysts and 
policy makers to develop new measures to undermine Saudi aspirations for nuclear 
weapons and strengthen its commitment to nuclear restraint. 
 
Approach:  
The research team will conduct an extensive literature review built around the 
themes of proliferation behavior and security issues in the Middle East. It will also 
garner information from the United Nations, International Atomic Energy Agency, 
and Saudi Arabia to establish a detailed picture of Saudi nuclear plans. 
Furthermore, the resulting analysis will explore concepts such as latent arsenals and 
latent proliferation and examine how these theories of behavior apply to the 
contemporary context in the Middle East. The research effort will also include a 
workshop around the theme of Saudi Arabia’s nuclear future and the prospect of 
its proliferation.  
